





The children put on a play called
The Golden Statue. Chip was the statue.
He had on a golden cloak and gold

face paint.









Aran showed the children the

golden statues. “The robber might | Chip had an idea. “You can

steal more jewels tonight,” he said. dress Uup as a golden statue,” he said.

“What can I do?” “Then you can keep watch.”




That night, Aran dressed up as a
! golden statue.
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T'm glad we've got this guld fac
Paint,” said Anneena.
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Aran went into the statue roc
- snest shadows.
He stood in the dee pest sha %
¥ 2 " cail va. Hnhe
"You need a jewel, said E

t.
< went ou
Jave him her necklace, and



Suddenly, a secret door slid open- One of the men spotted Aran.
Two men crept into the room. They I didn’t see that statue last night,”
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took the rest of the jewels. © said. “Ley’s get that necklace.”
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Aran held his breath as the man
grabbed the necklace.
At last, he heard a soft thud as the

secret door slid shut.
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Aran called
the children. He
Showed them the secret

door. They all crept down

*Ome steps qnd along a shadowy
Wnpe,
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Suddenly, Biff tripped and fell.
“Who's there?” shouted the men.
“Run!” whispered Nadim. “Hide

under the steps.”

A robber came up to the steps.

He helq up his lamp but the
Children w

“Thel‘e’s nobody here.” he said.

ere as stll as statues.
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The men went into a dusty room.
The children followed them and
peeped round the door.

91 There’s another door!” said Aran.
T}tl Must lead into the palace garden.
“Y might escape through that.”




“I know what we can do,” said
Nadim, and he told the others his
plan.

“That’s a good idea,” said Eva.

Eva raced back up the steps. She
told the guards to go to the garden

door, Then she ran back to the
Others,



Aran marched stiffly into the ' The robbers jumped up.

dusty room. : “Help! The statue is alive!” they
“Give me back my necklace!” he SCreameqd . They raced out of the
roared, in a voice like thunder. ' Yarden dgor :










